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WELCOME

Greetings, and happy spring. INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

I n this monthés edition you wil
topicsd one of the most critical is the 2010 U.S. Census. Once
every decade, citizens have the responsibility and opportunity to be
counted. Data derived from this undertaking is used for

many important purposes, including the allocation of federal, state
and local funds and services. More information on the 2010
Census is available on page three.

many

PAGE TWO

¢ Womends Histfcfry M
and Spotlight: Mary
Harris (Mother) Jones

PAGE THREE

Spring is also the time to recognize two important designations; ¢ Be countedd 2010 U.S.

March as Womené6és History Mont h Saceay, Apri |l |ascedat i onal Mi no
Heal th Month. As Chair of Couricimpigie S h and Human
Development Committee, helping to improve the health status and Charleta B. Tavares PAGE FOUR

employment opportunities of minorities and women has always ¢ Last Chance for Free

been a serious concern and responsibility for me. Information on these two important EITC Tax Filing

initiatives can be found on page one and two, respectively. ¢ Legislative Watch

If I can be of service to you, please do not hesitate to call (614) 645-8580 to speak with me
or my Legislative Aide, James Ragland or by email at jcragland@columbus.gov. Have a
great spring.

MINORITY HEALTH MONTH

1 e Bl 688 XS 62 In an effort to help eliminate disparities and improve the health status of minority
P e " populations, April has been designated as National Minority Health Month
(NMHM). The Columbus Office of Minority Health has scheduled a number of
events throughout the month to celebrate this important campaign to improve
health education, promote disease prevention and to eliminate health disparities.
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Established in 2000, the overall goals of the Columbus Office of Minority Health
are to monitor and report the health status of minority populations; inform,
educate, and empower people; mobilize community partnerships and actions;
and develop policies and plans to support health efforts.

~~~~~~ ifRacial and ethnic minority populatiops f
""""" economic barriers to obtaining access|to
ﬁmﬂ%ﬁ@ said Council member Charl eta Tauoadates . Ens
s information is available to the Columbus minority community is a big step in

© reducing this disparity.o
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NMHM is an inclusive initiative that will address the health needs of African-
American, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, Pacific Islander, Alaskan Native and Native Hawaiian people.

For a full list of local National Minority Health Month events, please visit www.publichealth.columbus.gov
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WOMENOGS HI STORYA MBRSITORYO

During the 19606s and 706s, a growing nudnbe¢g
especially in grade school and high schoold ignored many of the important societal, cultural
and economic contributions of women in the United States and throughout the world.

Requests to include African-American and Native-American figures in history lessons

reinforced the fact that women were still invisible in traditional history courses.

In response, the Education Task Force of the Sonoma (California) County Commission on

the Status of Women began a "Women's History Week"
celebration. The week was chosen to coincide with

International Women's Day on March 8. The school district
celebrated by recognizing wom
history and society beginning in 1979. The idea quickly caught
on within communities, schools and organizations across the
country, including Columbus. In 1981, Congress made the
celebration official, passing
History Week. Six years later, in 1987, the event was

expanded into the entire month of March. And today, local
governments and schools all across the country reaffirm the

i mportance of Womenédés History

WOMANHOOD
A FEARLESS IHDOMITABLE
RAC

wiLL Au ROONEY.

WOMENOGS HI STORSPOM@NT O MARY HARRIS (MOTHER) JONES

According to West Virginia District Attorney Reese Blizzard, Mother Jones was "the
most dangerous woman in America." According to Clarence Darrow, she was "one of
the most forceful and picturesque figures of the American labor movement." Sixty-five
years after her death, her name is still part of current culture, as the title of a current
magazine.

While Mary Harris claimed 1830 as her birth year, researchers suggest that it was more
likely 1837, in County Cork, Ireland. Her family immigrated to Toronto, Canada, when
she was a child. She trained to be a teacher at Toronto Normal School from 1858-1859,
and worked briefly as a teacher and as a dressmaker. In 1861, Mary Harris married
George Jones, an iron molder and union organizer, in Memphis, Tennessee. The
couple had four children - but all four children, and Mary's husband, died in the yellow
fever epidemic of 1867. Mary Jones returned to Chicago, where she worked as a
dressmaker until her shop was destroyed in the Chicago fire of 1871.

During the next few years, "Mother" Jones became increasingly active in the union
movement. Her life is in some ways a history of the labor movement in the United
States. A brief sampling of her activities reports her involved in the rail strike of 1877, in Plttsburgh and elsewhere;
organizing the coal fields of Pennsylvania in 1899; at the founding convention of the IWW in 1905; visiting rebel
Mexico in 1911; being arrested at Homestead in 1919; and working with dressmakers in Chicago in1924.

Mother Jones has a notable place in American history. Her work as a union organizer and orator and her influence
on the making of history have had more lasting significance than her writing. However, The Autobiography of Mother
Jones which she partly wrote and partly dictated clearly illustrates the power of both her voice and her convictions.
Written in a natural, colloquial style, it paints a forceful picture of the working conditions and people of the mining
camps, railroad towns, and textile industry with which she worked.

Women's History Month ensures that we never forget the tenacity and courage of Mother Jones, a leader in
workeré6s rights and champion of women across the coun
Tavares highlighted for educational purposes or the contributions of African Americans during Black History

Month, contact her office and request the Women's and/or Black History Month 2010 brochure.

http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/jones/MotherJones.html|
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BE COUNTED®S 2010 U.S. CENSUS

The U.S. Constitution requires a national
census once every 10 years. Census data are
used to distribute Congressional seats to states,
to make decisions about what community
services to provide, and to distribute more than
$400 billion in federal funds each year.
Accurate data reflecting changes in Columbus,
and other communities, are crucial in deciding
how public dollar are allocated for projects like
roads and schools.

In March, census forms were delivered to every

residence in the United States and Puerto Rico.

Once this simplified form, consisting of 10 short

guestions, is complete, it must be mailed back

2010 U.S. Census Form sample. in the postage-paid envelope provided. If forms

are not returned by April 1, 2010, local census
takers will follow-up to ask questions from the form in person. Ultimately the best way to ensure privacy is to
complete the questionnaire and mail it back.

The 2010 Census form is shorter than in the past, making it even easier to fill in and send back. It is important to
note that census forms do not ask the legal status of respondents or their Social Security numbers. Any request for
census information from the Census Bureau will be clearly identified as coming from the U.S. Census Bureau and as

iAofficial Businesso of the United States. It is a fedleral
Bureau.

iAs an elected official, my colleagues and | <count on| acc
i mportant service and doll ar allocation decisions, 0 slaid

everyone to return completed forms in a timely manner. Let's make sure we count everyone living in Columbus so
that we receive our share of the funding to have the highest quality of life for our residents. If you have lost or

misplaced the standard form, you can visit a Be Counted center and complete a Be Counted questionnaire, which
asks for a full description of your address in additijon t

Beginning March 19 through April 19, Be Counted questionnaires will be available in public locations, such as
libraries.

Please visit www.2010census.gov for more information.

www.columbuscitycouncil.org



