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WELCOME

May is the perfect time to get active and make healthy choices for
you and your family. Staying active is one reason that Columbus
City Council will join Franklin County Board of Commissioners and
The Ohio House of Representatives in recognizing Visitability
Awareness Week, from May 9-17. Visitability is a movement that
encourages new and remodeled homes to be built so they are
accessible to people with limited mobility. What this means is that
at least one entrance does not require a stair step, slightly wider
hallways and doorways on the first floor, and a bathroom that is
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May is also National Bike Month, which is a great time to remind

the people of Columbus that we have a safety helmet law which |

sponsored, that requires children under 18 to wear a helmet when they ride their bike or
scooter. It is also an opportunity for adults to be good role models for children and young Rights Pioneer
adults and wear helmets, too. Watch for Neighborhood Pride Festivals and other Remembered
opportunities at summer events to get children and teens fitted for a free bike helmet from
Nati onwi de Childrenés Hospital and The ColPAsEFBPURS Bl ue

Also included in this newsletter is information on my efforts to help stabilize neighborhoods | ¢ ﬁﬁ;?ﬁ':};ﬁiitg? Ray

through the abandoned housing proposal | have worked on with City Attorney Rick Pfeiffer Change and Leadership
and others, to address neighborhood blight, housing abandonment and code violations

that affect Columbus and cities across the country. If you have any questions, comments or
concerns, | encourage you to contact my office by calling James Ragland at (614) 645-
8580 or by email at jcragland@columbus.gov.

4 Abandoned Housing
Draft Legislation

¢ Legislative Watch

INSTITUTE FOR ACTIVE LIVING

° Gardening season has begun and the current climate is perfect for growing your own
””"I”E vegetables and fruits. The Institute for Active Living, a program of Columbus Public Health, has
— resources available to help people understand the health benefits of growing their own food, as
well as tips on how to grow produce eV
garden; containers on a porch or even near a window can grow valuable, fresh
herbs and produce that can be used to make healthy, affordable meals.

iGrowing vegetables at home or in a co
control of what is applied to the food
said Council member Charleta Tavaresnd i

teaching our children about proper nutrition are also some of the benefits of
backyard or community gardening".

Activity on Gay Street in Downtown Colyrthupnore information, please visit www.publichealth.columbus.gov
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COUNCILMEMBERS TAVAR ES AND TYSON VISIT WASHINGTON TO HEAR FROM TOP DECISION MAKERS

With Congress working fervently on several pieces of legislation to spur job creation
and encourage economic recovery, Columbus City Councilmembers Charleta

Tavares and Priscilla Tyson joined local officials from across the nation in
Washington, DC, for the National League
Conference.

National League of Cities

In addition to job creation and economic stabilization, other local priorities discussed
during the conference included strengthening and stabilizing the housing market, investing in transportation
infrastructure, and supporting local energy efficiency and conservation efforts.

Attendees heard from a number of administration offic
had the opportunity to meet with their federal representatives in the House and Senate to discuss economic
conditions in cities and to urge support for the Local Jobs for America Act, HR 4812.

AWith so many cities and towns struggling to make end
us with the tools and resources we need to find solut
years of involvement with the National League of Cities, | have cultivated many great relationships with other local
leaders, had the opportunity to meet with my congressional representatives to call for immediate federal action on

jobs and economic development and shared Columbus' innovative programs, policies and initiatives. | am happy

that my coll eague on Columbus City Council, Council me
AfAs the economic conditions for cities continue to wo
imperative that we see federal legislation which will create jobs and establish a foundation forlong-t er m gr ow
said Ronald O. Loveridge, NLC president and mayor of
Washington in search of solutions to their most pressingneedsif r om each ot her, and fro
The conference also included other educational, networking, and strategy sessions devoted to healthier cities,

education, public safety, and emergency management. F
commi ttee, this comprehensive approach is crucial to

There is no single, simple prescription for protecting and strengthening our cities, but there are core principles that
can serve as our guide, o0 said Tyson. iwWe need to enco
business entrepreneurs, educating our young people, and promoting arts and culture, all while keeping our cities

and their residents safe. In these difficult times, cities and their governments need to work with the private sector to
create and retain good jobs. Council member Tavares an

The Congressional City Conference is the annual legislative meeting of the National League of Cities, designed to
inform municipal leaders about federal policy issues while providing an opportunity for city leaders to bring local
concerns to their federal elected officials in Washington, DC.

The National League of Cities is the nationds ol dest
promoting cities as centers of opportunity, leadership and governance. NLC is a resource and advocate for 19,000
cities, towns and villages, representing more than 218 million Americans.

HEALTH, HOUSING AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Future dates of Councilmember Tavares' Health & Human Development
Committee / Housing Committee are listed below. Meeting time and location is 5:30
p.m. in the Columbus City Council Chambers. A picture ID is needed to enter City
Hall. Visit www.columbuscitycouncil.org/tavares for more information and agendas.
¢ Wednesday, May 5, 2010

¢ Wednesday, May 19, 2010

¢ Wednesday, June 2, 2010

¢ Wednesday, June 16, 2010
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ABANDONED HOUSING DRAFT LEGISLATION

To help confront the problem of vacant and abandoned houses |
in Columbus neighborhoods, Councilmember Charleta B.
Tavares and City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr. have
proposed legislation to zero-in on absent investors who leave
structures on their property in disrepair.

AThese abandoned properties a;-;;"_',""‘
neighboring property-owner s, 0 sai d Counc jma
Tavares. fANot only do they pr
residents, they also depress property values in surrounding
areas and create negative neighborhood perceptions. I, along
with City Attorney Pfeiffer, are looking to assist responsible
property owners who have sentpjss

This effort, combined with Columbus' recent award

of $23,200,773 from the Neighborhood Stabilization Program 2 .
(NSP2) grant funds under the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act, will help stabilize Columbus
neighborhoods.

A public hearing is forthcoming on the draft language. Please call (614) 645-8580 or write jcragland@columbus.gov
for more information or to provide comments and recommendations.

The Disappearing Real Property Owner Law  DRAFT Language

In the event the City determines that a code violation exists on a particular parcel of real property and attempts to
serve on the owner of that parcel notice of the code violation by Certified-Mail-Return-Receipt Requested at the
owner 6s address |isted in the public records maintai
the notice is returned with an endorsement showing failure of delivery, and the City by affidavit demonstrates that the
residence of the owner is not known and cannot by ascertained with reasonable diligence, taken together those two
conditions shall be evidence that the parcel of real property constitutes a public nuisance.

In those instances where there has been a failure of service as described above, and where the City by affidavit
demonstrates that the residence of the owner is not known and cannot be ascertained with reasonable diligence,
should the City subsequently file a criminal charge against the owner for the code violation, such violation shall be
charged as a first-degree misdemeanor offense, and upon conviction, if the owner is an individual and the property
was not owner-occupied, there shall be a mandatory 10-day jail sentence and a mandatory $1,000 fine. If the owner
is other than an individual, there shall be a mandatory $5,000 fine.

Cl VIL AND WGOWES\WIOHNEERIREMEMBERED

Dorothy Height, an icon of the American civil rights movement who worked with Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., died on April 20, 2010 just a month after her 98th birthday.
Dorothy Height headed the National Council of Negro Women for more than 50
years, and was a strong voice for the role of black families. She was also a principle
planner of the civil rights march on Washington.

ADr. Dorothy Height worked tirelessly
women, and was a true inspiration, 0 sai
be remembered now, and throughout history, as an important pioneer who fought
intolerance and helped i mprove the 1|iwv

Height, who received numerous honorary doctorate degree, was one of only a
handful of Americans to receive both the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the
Congressional Gold Medal.
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