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Summer is the time of year when many
festivals and fairs take place. As the Chair

of City Council s Rec
Committee, | am committed to making sure
the City of Columbus does all it can to help
the many cultural events we host in our

public park spaces and throughout our
neighborhoods be amazing successes.
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The wonderful thing about the many
festivals we have is that they give us an
opportunity to celebrate the diversity of
cultures and interests of the Columbus
community. For example, the Asian Festival
that occurred during Memorial Day weekend
is the largest event of its kind in the United
States. On August 14th and 15th, Festival
Latino will return for another successful year
to the banks of the Scioto.

Community
Gardens:

A Healthy Goal for
2012

Hilton Columbus
Downtown

Any way you look at it, Columbus has a fun summer in store! As you will discover,
some annual festivals have and will be taking place in a different area of
downtown. This is due to continued work on the Scioto Mile, which will be the
premier downtown park space. Downtown Strategic

PI
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taking place in the city. These projects and ideas will help transform our city for
future generations and will allow Columbus to remain competitive in our efforts to
attract jobs, and keep young energy a
Devel opment Committee, know that | &m
process that make these projects possible. 100 Anniversary of

. . . Columbus
| want to encourage everyone to get out this summer and enjoy all the different e A

events we have to offer and visit our recreation centers and pools on those hot Parks.
summer days. As usual, if you have any questions, concerns ideas or
suggestions, please feel free to contact my office at (614) 645-2933.

Enjoyé
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Below you will find a list containing some of the legislation | was proud to sponsor during the previous three
months. My sponsorship of these ordinances shows my dedication and commitment in making sure
Columbus remains a strong, growing and dynamic city.

X PROVIDING NUTRITIOUS MEALS FOR COLUMBUS
CHILDREN: Each year, the Recreation and Parks
Department sponsors the summer food program to ensure
that Columbus children receive nutritionally balanced -
meals throughout the summer. Councilmember Priscilla R.
Tyson, chair of the Recreation and Parks Committee,
sponsored ordinance 0831-2010 to authorize the
acceptance of a $50,000 grant received through the
National Recreation and Parks Association for the
expansion of the 2010 summer food program. Meals are
served to anyone between the ages of 1-18 years at over
175 sites throughout the city. Last summer over 300,000
children were served.

City of Columbus

Legislation Report

Mayor Date Dote Passed Adopted Fresident of Council

X ZOO DAYS AT CITY COUNCIL: Some furry friends from - - e
the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium visited Council " o S
Chambers to help promote the 2010 Melvin B. Dodge | T mm—
Summer Zoo Days. The program between the City and the
Zoo is named in honor of the former director of the
Recreation and Parks Department. Ordinance 0576-2010,
adopted in May and sponsored by Recreation and Parks e =
Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson, will help approximately
2,000 area children involved in programs at Columbus
Recreation Centers enjoy Zoo Days this summer. The Columbus Zoological Park Association will
provide in-kind services in the amount of $17,500 to be used toward transportation, novelties and
admission for children in 2010.

X SUPPORTING THE FRANKLIN PARK MASTER PLAN: The Franklin Park Master Plan focuses on
preserving, yet transforming, the Conservatory and Franklin Park to ensure long-term sustainability,
needed resources and service to the community. Councilmember Priscilla R. Tyson, chair of the
Recreation and Parks Committee, recently sponsored ordinance 0811-2010, which authorizes the
transfer of $1,100,000.00 from the Special Income Tax Fund to the Recreation and Parks Capital
Improvement fund and the appropriation and expenditure of those funds for the administration and
implementation of phase one of the Franklin Park Master Plan. The phase one project will be managed
by the Conservatory and will include the addition of two new Palm House wings, a four-acre Community
Garden Campus and a new Plant Study and Production Facility.

X IMPROVING COLUMBUS NEIGHBORHOODS: The Neighborhood Design Center has provided design
services, planning activities, and financial alternatives to commercial property owners and tenants in
Neighborhood Commercial Revitalization (NCR) districts since 1982. The Design Center has assisted
hundreds of businesses, property owners, and community groups develop neighborhood improvement
plans, parks, storefront designs, parking facilities, and streetscape improvements. Councilmember
Priscilla R. Tyson, chair of the Development Committee, sponsored ordinance 0680-2010, which
authorizes the expenditure of $40,000 from the General Government Grant Fund for the Neighborhood
Design Center to provide services and assist the Land Redevelopment Office in evaluating properties
acquired under the Neighborhood Stabilization Program. The Design Center will help evaluate
properties held in the Columbus Land Bank and make recommendations to stabilize and renovate the
structures.
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A Healthy Goal for 2012

Tyson and Council Aide Carl Williams tend to City Hall garden.

COMMUNITY GARDENS:

This summer, Columbus became one of only a handful
of city halls across the nation that has planted their own
community gardens. The Columbus City Hall Garden
joins the company of cutting edge cities like Portland,
San Francisco, Baltimore, Boston, New York City,

Col orado Springs
City Hall. Every city has a unique spin on the need for
their garden and who tends to it, but all these great

’ cities agree with Columbus that it is important for our

o ; 1 4 local government to get our hands dirty and grow

Council staff Adam Leddy, Kelli Arthur Hykes, Councilmember PF@X}ﬁrdS becomlng a healthier, active place to live.

| am excited that Mayor Coleman has committed to

and t he

having 500 community gardens in our city by 2012. Working together, we have begun to assemble a team
of individuals from local government and the gardening community to help us strategically meet this goal.
This is a group chosen for their awareness of the benefits of the community garden movement, from
decreasing crime, increasing access to healthy food choices and creating a greater sense of community, to
the economic and neighborhood development activities community gardening can foster.
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Recent reports show that Generation Y, or those people born in the mid-
1970s, will choose the city that they want to live in based on culture,
amenities, and opportunities for employment. Columbus must continue to
create the culture and provide the amenities that young workers desire if
we hope to attract and retain the
companies that will employ them. The positives of community gardening
have proven to be effective in efforts to attract these young

professionals.

Additionally, the City of Columbus now has over 8,000 parcels in our land
bank, most of them available for an interim use until new housing or
business development begins. At the same time the city also has a
higher than average rate of obesity and cases of diabetes, especially
among residents living in our urban areas. It just so happens that these
neighborhoods with high concentrations of land bank properties and high
rates of obesity and diabetes align.

next

generatio

By utilizing land bank properties and other public and private spaces to
develop community gardens, residents will have increased opportunities

for community engagement, physical activity, and increased access to fresh produce, while providing a
productive use for city-owned and community accessible property. These cultural characteristics are
attractive to young professionals and new businesses who flock to cities like San Francisco, Portland, and
Chicago in part because of their urban core and known commitment to active, healthy lifestyles.

By supporting community gardening, and putting together a task force to address some of the barriers to
community gardening like access to water, | am confident that just like our group of volunteers here at City
Hall and in the over 200 community gardens already thriving in the city, we will become a model to others.
Good food comes from the ground, not the drive-thru, and the physical health benefits of gardening are just

as good for us as the community building benefits.

For more information about how you can get involved in our project to have 500 community gardens, feel

free to contact my office and Kelli Hykes at kahykes@columbus.gov.
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