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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Welcome to the August 2007 edition of Call the Roll 8 Columbus
City Counci-maégazinenadnrthisissug, yoa will learn
more about the numerous initiatives and programs that Council and
Mayor Michael B. Coleman have worked on recently to help
improve the safety and quality of life for Columbus residents.

Examples of some of these measures include: passage of an
ordinance that is being used as a model for other cities in Ohio to
deter scrap metal theft; fundin
learning system to provide critical new training for our Fire Fighters;
and a regional agreement for a new Metro Park on the northeast

. . L . Council President Mentel joined Mayor Coleman
side of town. Also, in our continuing efforts to attract new jobs to during the recent Fire Graduation Ceremony.

Columbus, Council provided funding for a traffic study to help CSX
bring a potential intermodal transportation hub to the South Side and for the initial plans to build two downtown
parking garages.

Council also provided additional funding to help Community Crime Patrol (CCP) expand operations in several
areas throughout the city. CCP members patrol neighborhoods and assist the Division of Police in identifying
trends and behaviors that may be indicative of criminal activity.

Until next month, 1 hope you and your family will enjoy everything summer has to offer in Columbus.
Sincerely,
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Michael C. Mentel
President of Columbus City Council

Inside this edition:

Craig Helps City Land New Site for Police Heliport AA Right to Careo

Tysonbs fAWal k and Tal ks o0 PNew®tate-a-thedArttFireviniaising Faxilitnd He al t h
Fighting Scrap Metal Thieves Snow Plows in Summer

Addressing Economic Development Dog Dialogue Returns

Cutting-Edge Courthouse Home Again Project in Action

City Council Helps Mayor Launch Bicentennial Plan East Side Community Forum

Bicentennial Bike Way Plan Announced

Visit Cit yweliteumlaain m@resabout C o u n c lnitiaidves and to access links to City departments and
information.
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CRAIG HELPS CITY LAND NEW SITE FOR POLICE HELIPORT

The Columbus Division of Police is preparing to build a new facility for the unit known

as their fieye in the sky. o0 I n an innovat |
purchasing unused property from the State of Ohio to develop into a new Police

heliport on the West Side.

BESEE ~™\ §

iThe | egislation to authorize this purcha:

y ~ continuation of City Council ds support f o

g ‘4\ Police, 0 said Judiciary and Ceolenrcd F. Brdigni ni s
|

‘\! Council member Craigbds |l egislation appropr|

= , purchase the land. The property, which is located near I-70 off of West Broad Street,
: M was identified in an inventory of underused state-owned properties. Ohio Treasurer
Richard Cordray began compiling and analyzing the inventory earlier in the year.

AiThis property has been owned by the Stat:
from Lucas Sullivant, 0 said Cordray. it
build the Statehouse and the Ohio Peniten
Councilmember Craig . . . L . .
sponsored legislation to The City owns and operates six helicopters, which is the third most of any police force
glt"fha?eo F;]f_ol;eft%/hfrom the in the United States. Helicopters patrol Columbus skies from noon to 4:00 AM every
ate o 10 Tor the new . . .
Police heliport. day of the year, including holidays.
ifiOne helicopter in the air is I|Iike having dozens of |
Col eman. AiOur six helicopters are force multipliers;
helicopters can protector our officers and our citi z:¢

The Helicopter Unit of the Columbus Division of Police provides tactical air support for the officers on the
ground. They have the ability to conduct surveillance day or night, with a 90-second average response time to
a scene.

AThis is anot
step for the
Safety Committee Chair
Andrew J. Ginther. iCi
Council has recently voted
to support a new
neighborhood health
center along West Broad
Street and we have
increased safety in the
area by expanding
Community Cri

Groundbreaking for the
$8-million heliport will take
place in early 2008.

Aerial view of the new police heliport site.
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TYSONGOS AWALK & TALKSo PROMOTE ACTI VI SM A

FETA L LR

In her continuing effort to meet with Columbus
residents and receive feedback on City
programs, Recreation and Parks Committee
Chair Priscilla R. Tyson has hosted a series of
"Walk & Talk" events. The programs are
designed to provide an opportunity for "one-on-
one" time with Councilmember Tysond while
also promoting a healthy lifestyle for all involved.

Ailt i s important to st
these Walk & Talks also are a great way to
gather <citizen input, o

of Columbus City Council, this helps me - s
understand how City funding can bestbeused During her fAwalk & Talkd session, Councilr
t o benefit seni or s a n d disgugsed Progpgngg fpr geniorg hedd @ Golynbusgecreation centers.

The most recent walk was held at the Franklin Park Conservatory, where approximately 25 residents joined
Councilmember Tyson. During the four A Wa | k  &veitsaathakGouncilmember Tyson has held so far,
dozens have taken advantage of the program to walk with one of their City representatives and enjoy the
Recreation and Parks system.

Council member Tysonof¢
approach to engaging the residents of
Columbus has afforded her invaluable
insight as chair of the Recreation and
Parks Committee.
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FIGHTING SCRAP METAL THIEVES

This summer has been a costly one for Reeb-Hosack
Community Baptist Church. The South Side congregation
has been hit four times by scrap metal thieves, who have
stolen everything from down-spouts to air conditioning
units.

Al nstead of spending money
programs to benefit kids and our neighborhood, we are ,
pouring thousands of doll ar
John Little. '

Reeb-Hosack served as the backdrop for a news - {
conference with Columbus City Councilmember Andrew J. Safety Committee Chair Andrew J. Ginther, with recovered

Ginther. Ginther serves as chascrampifmetGiltiyn Gonudn cdelt disl s Starfee Ciy
Committee and announced details of legislation to regulate

the scrap metal industry in Columbus.

AfThese are the materials that were returned to the chur
he held up a mangled piece of copper that once was att a
were worth $14 at a scrap metal yard, but it cost the ¢
Ginther stated that City Council wildl be helping to rei
regul ate itself. o0 The regulations include requiring sc

operate. Other requirements of the new law include:

e Sellers of scrap metal must provide identification including their name, address,
license-plate number, and thumb print.

e Scrap metal dealers must generate a daily report on the items they receive.
Those reports will then be forwarded to the Columbus Division of Police. There
will be an electronic reporting option available for the dealers.

e A limitation on the number and type of items that people can sell without
reasonable proof of ownership.

The new ordinance has already received state and national attention. Ginther held

a series of public meetings to engage Columbus Police and members of the

recycling industry to draft a law that gives law enforcement the

information they need to apprehend scrap metal thieves while also

treating scrap metal dealers fairly. A working group was also formed to
incorporate citizen input. Residents attending the news conference at

the church applauded City Council 6s

(top) Gary L.
Baker Il and

Pastor John Little Alf the thieves know theydre going

(right) conveyed picture identification when they go

fo the audience them think twice, o said Robert Patt

how metal theft . . ’ ) . ~

affects the entire Franklin Civic Association. Aalt al

community. bit, t oo, before he accepts the scr
Ailt has been my pleasure and honor

met al work group, o0 said Gary L. Baker 11, chair of the

important to reduce the mounting losses we are experiencing across the city. | want to thank Mr. Ginther and his

City Council colleagues for taking this very important
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ADDRESSING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

i City Council President Michael C. Mentel recently outlined
his plans to support economic growth and development
during a major policy speech before members of the
Columbus Chamber of Commerce. President Mentel
spoke at t heapi@iCanmdet®mns fosim held
at the Bar of Modern Art (BoMA). The setting helped
frame a major theme of his speech: reinvention.

ABoMA is a great example of w
said Mentel. iln the sPan of
century churchd abandoned and likely scheduled for
demolitiond has been converted into an extraordinary

space for the exhibition of fine arts and cultural
entertainment. o

councll President Widhae!l C. Mentel tolc the Chamber of President Mentel explained how Tax Increment Financing

ommerce audience how he an IS colleagues suppor . - . .

economic renewal with a variety of tools including TIFs and (TIF) districts dlverf[ property taxes and aSSOCIated.

tax incentives. revenue to help build the necessary infrastructure in areas
under development. He specifically highlighted 13 out of

the 47 TIFs around Columbus, which have led to more than $61 million in improvements.

A second economic tool used by the City of Columbus to support area businesses is the utilization of various
tax incentive programs. For instance, Enterprise Zones and Community Reinvestment Area districts have led
to the creation of more than 5,400 new jobs and $173 million in new payroll.

ASkybus is another good example of how the City part.
excitement and national interest, and

the City is proud to have supported the
$14 million tax incentive package that
helped Skybus lift off the ground.

Those benefits only accrue to the
company if it meets certain employment
and payroll goal s. o

President Mentel indicated that one of
the most important measures that helps
the City partner with business is

Columbusdéd prudent fjJ scal and
management policies. Columbus is the
| argest city in t-Ae| nation with a ATriple

bond ratingd the highest rating from
each of the national rating agencies.

inThe -ABongRaéng is the blue
ribbon in endorsements for

municipalities, 0 Mept el sai d. ilt i s

independent verification that Columbus

manages public funds the way citizens The crowd at BoMA listened closely as President Mentel explained how the City of
expect, the way they hope to manage Columbus maintains its Triple  -A bond rating.

their own finances. 0
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