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CRAIG CONTINUES HIS COMMITMENT TO SMALL BUSINESSES

President Pro Tem Hearcel F. Craig, chair of the Minority and
Small Business Development Committee, recently championed
legislation that provided additional support for the Northland
Allianceds efforts to create a
along State Route 161. Once established through a voluntary
petition process, a SID allows business owners within a defined
geographical area to raise funds for mutually beneficial district-
wide services and improvements.

AThe intent of our investment i
growth along this cruci al busin
to thank our community partners in the Northland Alliance who

have worked diligently with business owners in the area to keep

this process in motion. o
President Pro Tem Craig crafted legislation Other SIDs have been created to assist businesses in areas
to help small business owners in one of the throughout Columbus, including Morse Road, the Short North,

ci t y 0 sthrikimgcanmmercial corridors.
Click here to listen to the announcement.

PALEY WORKING TO PRE VENT TEEN DATING ABUSE

According to studies, one in every three
teenagers will experience an abusive dating
relationship by the time they graduate from
high school or college, and 10 percent of
adolescents report being physically abused
by a romantic partner.

Downtown, and the Discovery District.

In light of these startling statistics, Judiciary
and Court Administration Committee Chair
Eileen Y. Paley sponsored a resolution
declaring the first week of February as
National Teen Dating Abuse Prevention
Week. Paley also recognized the outstanding
work of the Columbus chapter of the National
Council of Jewish Women (NCJW), who have

Councilmember Paley presented a resolution to the NCJW for

been instrumental in providing teenagers wWith  their work in helping to prevent teen dating abuse. Click here
resources to escape abusive relationships. to listen to Councilmember Paley as she discusses National

Teen Dating Abuse Prevention Week.
One of the groulpdes initiatives, the

Shouldn't Hurt program, provides a video and discussion led by trained volunteers to help students
identify the foundations of healthy relationships, the warning signs of abusive relationships, and a safe
strategy to break free from harmful situations. The program also offers students the resources they
need to deal with this potentially life-threatening issue, including a pocket-sized resource card with
contact information for one-on-one assistance through the National Teen Dating Abuse 24/7 Helpline
(866-331-9474) and Web site (loveisrespect.org), both of which can be accessed anonymously for

assistance.
|

Call The Rolb Columbus City Council
90 West Broad Street, 2nd Floor, Columbus, OH 43215 columbuscitycouncil.org



http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/content.aspx?id=4904
http://council.ci.columbus.oh.us/uploadedFiles/City_Council/News/Media/CraigSID.mp3
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/content.aspx?id=14392
http://www.loveisrespect.org/
http://council.ci.columbus.oh.us/uploadedFiles/City_Council/News/Media/datingabuse.mp3

Page 3

SUPPORTING FAMILIES WITH EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT

Tax season is in full swing and so is the effort
to help Columbus residents keep every dollar
they have earned.

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a
feder al program t hat
to reward families that had moved from welfare
to employment. Today, it continues to lower
the tax burden for low and moderate-income
individuals and families.

the pockets of hard working Columbus
resi den CHlarleta B.sTavares, chair of
the Health, Housing and Human Services
Committee.

County Treasurer Ed Leonard and Councilmember Charleta

Tavares met with residents to explain the benefits of the According to the Franklin County EITC
Earned Income Tax Credit. .-

! Coalition, more than 10,000 low-to-moderate-
income households in Franklin County miss out

that could help individuals and families in this community meet basic needsd money that would be
invested in the local economy. The EITC guidelines are:

P No Children: If single, maximum income is $12,880. If married, maximum income is $15,880. The
maximum credit is $438.

P One Child: If single, maximum income is $33,995. If married, maximum income is $36,995. The
maximum credit is $2,917.

P Two or More Children: If single, maximum income is $38,646. If married, maximum income is
$41,646. The maximum credit is $4,824.

As an alternative to tax preparation services that may charge residents hundreds of dollars to file
tax returns, the EITC Coalition provides numerous sites around Franklin County where
IRS-certified volunteers complete tax forms and file returns for free.

For more information on free tax preparation or the EITC call 2-1-1 or visit keepitsaveit.orqg.
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CITY ANNOUNCES REDEV ELOPMENT PLANS FOR CITY CENTER MALL

Council President Michael C. Mentel joined
Mayor Coleman in announcing the plan for
Columbus Commons. Click here to listen
to the Council President discuss this new
venture.

From a vacant building to a vibrant center of activity. That is the
goal behind the transformation of City Center mall into an urban
oasis surrounded by residential and business development.

City Council President Michael C. Mentel joined Mayor Coleman
and dozens of other civic leaders to announce plans for the
Columbus Commons project, an 8.9 acre park which will replace
the old mall by autumn 2010.

ACol umbus Commons will spur i
in the heart of downtown as we begin to phase in new
businesses and residences, 0 s
tremendous addition to the growing list of amenities that help
define our downtown. o

The mixed-use development is expected to remind residents
and visitors of McFerson Commons in the Arena District, with
tree-lined streets and sidewalks, and ground-floor businesses
with living spaces above. Capitol South Community Urban
Redevelopment Corporation is the non-profit group working with

the city and business community to make the project a reality.

AWe are starting
for this site, which is unusual in the

development world, but the perfect solution for
City Center, o0 said Guy| Worley of Capital Sout h.

AEventually, we

neighborhood with residential, retail, office, and
entertainment uses that will change the face of

downt own Col umbu

with @ ctean and green st ate

wi || create an entirely new

Ss. 0

Columbus Commons
downtown neighborhood.
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